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B.C. recruits workers abroad 

LABOUR SHORTAGE: Gov't hopes to impo'rt 30,000 workers a year 

i.W.I. "'....,.BY CASSIDY OLIVIER 
STAFF REPORTllR 

Business leaders andgovernment 
officials were in Manila yesterday 
trying to recruit thousands of 
people to work in B.c., prompting 
surprise and criticism at home. 
, It was RC.'s rust job fair in the 
Philippines, organized to help fiild 
wOlkers to head off a labour short­
age_that the government predicts 
will otherwise hit six figures by , 
2015. "surprised Darcy Groves, 40, who 

The government has said it 
wants to recruit an estimated 
30,000 workers annually, from 
overseas and from other parts of 
Canada, from now until 2015. 

That's about 210,000 workers. 
"Generally speaking, we do have 

a big need," said Ed Wong, the 
vice-president of immigration and 
training at the B.C. Business 
CounciL 

"But in certain sectors, we have 
more need than in others." 

He sai,d the hospitality, tourism 
and transPQrtation industries sut­
fer the most from the worker 
shortage. 

But the.labour shortage extends 
"right across the board," with the 
health and.education sectors also 
in need of more workers. 

"This has been going on for 
Jme time," he said.. 

uses three different temp agen­
cies to find work as a tlagger. 

"1 find that hard to believe with 
the size of the welfare population," 
she said. "There doesn't seem like 
there should be a shortage of 
workers." , 

Richard Plumb, the district man­
ager of job agency Labour Ready, 
said he thinks the gQvernment 
makes it too easy for people "not 
to work." 

He said IJis employee popula­
tion drops by about 80 per cent 

' on the last Wednesday of every 
month-the day welfare cheques 
are issued. 

"lhere is no waywe should have 
a labour shortage in this province 
with the amount of people not 
working," he said. 

B.C. Federation of Labour pres­
ident Jim Sinclair said hiri 
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contributes to low wages and does 
nothing to support the fight to 
increase the minimum wage. 

He said the government should 
invest in programs that train res­
ident workers instead of out­
sourcing to different countries. 

"There are shortages in some of 
those sectOrs but part of it is the 
wages they pay," he said. "They 
don't support increases in the min­
imum wage. I mean, c'mon guys." 

B.c. employers at the job fair at 
the Philippine Overseas Employ­
mentAgency in Quezon City, part 
of metro Manila, included A&W, 
the'Wickaninnish Inn and West­
can Bulk Transport Ltd. 

The job fair comes nine months 
after RC. signed a memorandum 
of understanding with the 

government to get greater 
access to Filinino workers. 

job openings within the next 12 
,'years, with few domestic hands 
\ to fill the vacancies. 

A Canada-Mexico labour pro­
, jecr, similar to the agreement with 
. the Philippines, is scheduled to 
begin this fall. Fiji, some 
Caribbean nations and the Indi­
anstate ofPunjab have expressed 
interest in similar agreements. 

B.C. employers can recruit work~ 
ers as immigrants under the 
Provincial Nominee Program, or 
as tempomryworkers through the 
Temporary Foreign Workers pro­
gram. 

A B.c. government spokesman 
said it is up to the employer to 
determine if the worker is hired on 
a pemlanent or temporary basis. 

He said an employer can only 
hire a temporary foreign worker 
if a Canadian worker can't be 
found to fill the position. 

The temporary foreign worker 
gets the same protections and 
wages as a Canadian doing the 
same job. 

colivier@theprovince.com 
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mary, safety answering pOints. Do not 
text the police. It is unsafe at this time 
[anywhere in RC.]. The system can­
pot accept it." 

.MERRITT 

Truck forfeited 
A Merritt man has been forced to 

forfeit his 20Q5.Chevrolet piCkup trUck 
to the Crown after pleading guilty to 
dangerous operation of a vehicle in 
an alleged street race that claimed the 
lives ofhis two friends in anothervehi­
de, the RCMP said yesterday. 

The incident occurred when friends 
in two separate vehides were driving 
to a cabin in Merritt in what police 
say was a street race on June 26, 2006. 
Two men in a 1982 Subam lost con­
trol on an S-curve and crashed, killing 
them both. 

Jonathan Randall Stubbs, 26, of 
Merritt pleaded guilty to dangerous 
operation of a motor vehideand was 
given an 18-month conditional 
sentence, 18 months of probation and 
an 18-month driving prohibition. 

in a street race "can be held 
responsible for the conse­

ntlPnc;es of the driving behaviour of 
vehicles involved in the race," 

said Insp. Mike Arnold of the RCMP's 
Integrated Proceeds of Crime Unit; 

RICHMOND 

Credit cards skimmed 
A 20-year-old woman faces numer­

ous fraud-related charges for alleged­
ly using a credit-card skimmer while 
working at a Richmond business. 

Sharon Shunting Chan ofVancou­
ver is charged with possession of an 
instmment for forging credit cards, 
six counts of possessing and using a 
stolen credit card and one count of 
possessing property obtained by crime 
over $5,000. She is scheduled to 
appear in court tomorrow. 

SURREY 

SkyTrain drug charge 
Robert Edward Douglas, 47, of 

Surrey faces drug-trafficking charges 
after transit police seized 42 baggies of 
marijuana during an undercover oper­

, -, 'j .'. <iti<;m at ShI;(r;ey r:~.Aq:al Sk]:frain and 
bus loop. StaflReporters 
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